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     14th February 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I write to you at the end of another busy period in the life of Westside, particularly for our year 11 students, 

whose examinations are fast approaching. Below are some highlights of the term so far. 

Parents Day 

As always, it was a pleasure to meet with so many parents on Wednesday 22nd January for the parents’ day. It 

allows staff, students and parents the opportunity to discuss at length progress made and more importantly, 

what needs to happen next.  

Year 11 

All year 11 students attended a careers event organised by Dunn-Humby on Wednesday 15th January. Each 

student was given an opportunity to speak about potential careers in the world of business.  Students seeking an 

apprenticeship were given an opportunity to find out about careers offered by Transport for London on Monday 

3rd February.  The event gave students an insight into the options available to those who are not interested in 

pursuing further academic study. Furthermore, every student in year 11 has met with their career advisor, for a 

final catch up re next steps in their Education and Training.  A visit to Hammersmith College is planned for 4th 

of March 2020, to explore further options. Westside is ensuring that every students has a range of options 

available to them after they complete their studies at Westside. 

The next round of year 11 mock examinations will take place on 26th February 2020. A timetable is enclosed 

for Year 11 parents. Please encourage your son/daughter to use the half-term holiday to complete some 

revision. The lead up to the final GCSE examinations can be a challenging time for students to manage. The 

School’s Educational Psychologist, Dr Shona Landon, has been supporting Year 11 with how they manage the 

pressure that examinations can bring. Sessions covering stress management have been held for the students, 

which were engaging, informative and positively received. 

GCSE final examinations have already commenced with Speaking and Listening English Examination and 

GCSE Art. Written final examinations commence on Monday 11th May.  In further preparation for GCSEs, 

Westside will be running Maths and Foreign Language intervention sessions this half term and a full timetable 

of revision classes in the April holiday. 

Year 9  

It is at this time of the year that students in year 9 begin to make important choices about what they wish to 

study at Key Stage 4. Westside offers a range of vocational and academic qualifications for students, with some 

subjects such as Sociology, Child Development being unfamiliar to them. All teaching staff met with students 

before the holiday to give them an insight into what is involved in their courses to enable them to make 

informed choices. .  All year 9 students have been given Westside Option Booklets for 2020-2022. I would ask 

parents of year 9 students to read this booklet with their son/daughter and discuss the choices that might be 

appropriate for them. Option forms are to be returned to school on Monday 24th February 

Year 7 

This year group have settled in well to the changes to their timetable that came into effect in January. They 

have shown that they are capable of following a secondary school model of teaching which allows them greater 

opportunity to work with subject specialists.  I have been very impressed with how the students have adapted to 

the changes. 

 



 

 
 
 

 
Parental Reminders 

Phones: I remind all parents that mobile phones must be handed in at the start of the school day. It is a rule that 

must be adhered. I do not wish to confiscate phones and ask parents to collect them at the end of the week; this 

is the procedure, if a phone is seen inside the school building. 

Lunch-Time: Students, with parental consent, are allowed to leave site at lunchtime. This privilege can be 

withdrawn if students return late from lunch or if there are any concerns during the school day. Please remind 

your son/daughter that they cannot bring sweets or fizzy drinks into school.  

Uniform: Black leather school shoes must be worn, unless it is PE day. The PE kit is a black tee shirt, 

sweatshirt and jogging bottoms.  

Punctuality: School starts at 9.10am. Students are expected to be in class at this time. Arriving late to class 

causes disruption and means that learning is being missed out on. I understand that there are occasional delays 

when using public transport, but this should not be an excuse for regular lateness. Please speak to your 

son/daughter about punctuality to school if you have received a text from us about lateness. Most students have 

excellent punctuality; we would like to have this standard across the school. 

Enclosed with this letter is your son/daughter half-term report.  Students that have recently joined us will 

receive a report before the April half term. 

Key Dates for Next Term 

 

Date Event 
Monday 24th February 2020  Spring 2 Commences 

Monday 24th February 2020 Year 9 GCSE Options Form to be returned 

Wednesday 26th February – Friday 6th March  2020 Year 11 Mock GCSE Examinations – Round 2 

Wednesday 4th March 2020 Year 11 Visit to Hammersmith College 

Friday 3rd April 2020  Spring Term Ends at midday  

Monday 20th April 2020 Summer Term Commences  

 
Thank you for your support and I wish you and your families a restful half-term holiday. I look forward to 

welcoming students back to Westside at the usual time on Monday 24th February. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Carol-Anne Alcock 

Headteacher 

 


