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18th December 2019 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

As always, it has been a busy and successful time at Westside School. Last month, I wrote to you with the 

Ofsted report. Westside has been identified in the media as the first Alternative Provision in the country to be 

awarded outstanding under the new inspection framework that came into effect from September 2019. This is 

excellent news for the school. 

Year 11 Mock Examinations 

The year 11 mock examinations were very successful. I am pleased to report that the students were incredibly 

hard working and conducted themselves well. Examination papers and targets will be discussed with each 

student. Following on from the examinations there will be intervention lessons held after school and during 

lunchtime for specific students. Please encourage your son/daughter to attend these extra classes, as they will 

address individual student needs. A further round of GCSE mock examinations will take place after the 

February half-term holiday. Dates are attached at the end of this newsletter. 

The examination period begins in January for all students of GCSE English Language. The Speaking and 

Listening Endorsement is a compulsory part of the syllabus for students. It involves each student giving an 

individual presentation on a discursive subject, followed by an in-depth interview. This examination will take 

place in the week beginning 20th January 2020. Each student will be given his or her individual time for the 

examination in advance. Please encourage your son/daughter to undertake some preparation for this 

examination during the holiday period. Like the majority of the GCSEs, it is an examination that can only be 

taken once. 

Careers 

The careers programme for all students in the school has continued. Year 11 students have been invited to the 

Dunn Humby head office in Hammersmith on 15th January 2020. We are very grateful to this organisation, who 

are one of the leading companies in the country for creating loyalty schemes, for offering to support our 

students. You may be familiar with the Tesco Club Card scheme; it is this company who was responsible for its 

inception. The company have offered to host a careers’ fair in their premises. Their senior leaders will be 

available to speak to our students about their career choices in the future. In addition, the company has offered 

to provide advisors for any career not followed in their business.  

The Skills London annual careers event held in the Excel Centre in London was attended by year 11 students. It 

provided excellent opportunities for students to find out about employment and training post GCSEs. 

Extra –Curricular 

There has been another very full extra-curricular programme this half-term.  

Year 7 students enhanced their French language skills by going to watch a French film at the. As part of the 

year 9 Wellbeing curriculum, students visited the Wellcome Collection to explore mental health through a 

range of props and art works. Additionally, the visit aimed to promote good communication skills. Many 

students with specific learning needs also visited the Wellcome Collection in order to participate in 

multisensory workshops in order to support their learning in school. Students thoroughly enjoyed the 

opportunity to discuss their mental health in an environment outside of school. 

Physical health is also important at Westside. St John’s Ambulance service delivered workshops on how to 

administer life-saving resuscitation for those experiencing cardiac arrest.  



 

 
 
 

 
All students who participated in the event learnt some very valuable information about how to cope with a 

medical emergency and will be awarded certificates for their participation. 

All KS4 students studying RE have to consider issues such as conflict from perspectives other than their own. 

Rabbi Zvi, from the Jewish Community of Berkshire Education Service visited Westside in October to speak 

about how followers of Judaism respond to war. Our students welcomed the opportunity to speak to a member 

of a faith from outside of their experience. 

Parents’ Day 

As is our tradition at Westside, we close the school for students for a day in January in order to provide an 

opportunity for parents/carers to receive detailed feedback on their children’s progress. By closing the school to 

students, it provides teachers with the opportunity to give a very thorough assessment of your child’s needs 

and, more importantly, the next steps that they need to take. This year the date is Wednesday 22nd January. The 

school will be open to parents from 8:30 am until 12:30pm and from 1:10pm until 4:30pm. It is not necessary 

to make appointments. 

New Staff 

As the school has grown, so too has the staff team. I am delighted to announce that we have been very fortunate 

to have appointed two new teachers to the staff for January 2020. Mrs Dixon (Maths Teacher) and Ms Pham 

(English Teacher) are both very experienced and successful teachers of their subjects. I am sure that our 

students will benefit greatly from their expertise. Given that maths and English teachers in London are in short 

supply, we are grateful that they have chosen to come to Westside.  

It has been a privilege to lead the school for another very successful term. Your support in this is invaluable and 

much appreciated.  

Key Dates for Next Term 

 

Date Event 
Monday 6h January 2020  Spring Term re-opens for Staff and Students 

Wednesday 22nd January 2020 Parents Day ( School Closed to Students) 

8:30 am – 12:30 pm  

1:10 pm – 4:30pm 

Monday 27th January 2020 Year 9 GCSE Options Programme Commences 

Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February 2020 Half-Term 

Monday 24th February 2020 Year 9 GCSE Options Programme Closes 

Wednesday 26th February – Friday 6th March  2020 Year 11 Mock GCSE Examinations – Round 2 

Friday 3rd April 2020  Spring Term Ends 

 
I wish you and your families a peaceful and restful holiday period; I look forward to welcoming the students 

back to Westside on Monday 6th January at 9:10am 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Carol-Anne Alcock 

Headteacher 

 


