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20th August 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Firstly, I would like to introduce myself to those of you that I have not met before: I am very proud to 

have been appointed as the Headteacher of Westside School. Working as the Deputy Headteacher for 

the past three years at Westside has given me the advantage of knowing what we do well as a school, 

and indeed what we could do better. It is my aim to ensure that every student in the school is given, 

what I believe all children are entitled to, the very best education and start to life possible.  I look 

forward to working closely in partnership with you to ensure that jointly we achieve this aim. 

The past months have been challenging throughout the country and I am aware that some of those 

challenges regarding Covid-19 will still exist for your families. However, the DFE and Public Health 

England have deemed that all students must return to school in September, unless they personally 

have an underlying health condition that would make attending dangerous. From the medical 

information that we currently hold, all students are expected to return to school at the start of next 

term.  

 

Whilst I am unable to give absolute guarantees that Westside is completely safe from Covid-19, I 

wanted to inform you of some of the actions that we are undertaking to ensure that your son/daughter 

is as secure as possible. 

1. Hand washing. All students will be expected to clean their hands with the hand sanitiser available to 

them in the reception area of the school and throughout the building and encouraged to wash their 

hands throughout the day. Every classroom will have hospital grade hand-sanitizer and anti-viral 

cleaning wipes for use by staff and students at the end of each lesson. 

2. Classrooms. Where possible, students will remain in the same classroom throughout the day and 

will not move around the building unless supervised by an adult. 

3. Cleaning. All classrooms, door handles and equipment will be cleaned throughout the day. Deep 

cleaning of the building will take place weekly. Equipment and books will, wherever possible, not be 

shared by pupils. Each pupil will remain at the same desk and use the same stationery during the day. 

No other student will use this equipment.  

4. There will be a staggered dismissal of students at the end of the school day where only one class at 

a time will be dismissed. Students will not be allowed to congregate outside of the school building. 

Dismissal times follow. 

5. Breaks. We will endeavour to keep KS3 and KS4 students apart at break and lunchtime. There will 

be two sittings for lunch in the dining hall, with all surfaces cleaned after each use. 

6. The guidance from the DFE is that face masks should not be worn inside the school building. 

Should your son/daughter use public transport to travel to school then they will need to have an 

appropriate face covering. 
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Students are to report to school at the times below. Parents who collect or drop off their children to 

school are asked to remain outside of the building. I ask that parents/carers only come into the 

building if and when an appointment is made. 

 

 

School dates and times are below. 

 

Year Group Date Time Dismissal 

Year 11 Wednesday 2nd 

September 

9.10 am 2.55 pm 

Year 10 Thursday 3rd September 9.10 am 2.50pm 

Year 9  Monday 7th September 9. 10 am 2. 45pm 

Year 8 Tuesday 8th September 9.10 am 2.40pm 

Year 7 Wednesday 9th 

September 

9.10 am 2.45pm 

 

It is a worrying time for parents concerning the safety of children. Please be assured that I, and the 

entire staff at the school, will ensure that the environment is a safe one conducive to learning and the 

wellbeing of all. Unlike many schools throughout the country, Westside remained open and operating 

safely for the five months of lockdown before we closed in July. This experience, in addition to being 

a small school, gives me confidence that we will maintain a Covid-secure environment in the terms 

ahead. 

 

Whilst school attendance in the autumn term is compulsory again for every student, please do not send 

your children to school if they are unwell. Should there be an occasion when you suspect that your 

son/daughter has ANY symptoms of Covid-19 they must not be sent to school and a test booked 

immediately for them. Preventing the spread of the virus is essential if it is to be contained in the 

community. All of us must play our part if the battle is to be won. 

 

Thank you in anticipation of your support. I wish you and your families a safe time for the remainder 

of the holidays and look forward to welcoming all students back to school in September. 

With very best wishes. 

 

 

 

Patricia Hanley 

Headteacher. 

 

 

 


